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‘‘An angel might have stoop’d to see,
And bless’d her for her purity.”

Florida Printing Co., 40 E. Union St,

2.

“Social Purity.’’

3.

The word "social” relates to a general or public
interest, relating to society, may be termed as "social
morality.” "Purity” is freedom from guilt or vice.
Therefore the idea "social purity” in its relation to indi
vidual, society or state, must have its origin in one’s char
acter, as there can be no affiliation of "purity” socially,
without 1st an inward "purity”. Pure thoughts must
spring from the bedrock of purity within.
Of all the
material things of life there are none wholly pure, as every
thing in nature has the properties of death and will at
some time eventually die. So it is with man, he by nature
is born corruptible. The "Christ” is the only being that
we can think of as being "pure” without sin, and the
Bible declares that He was begotten of the "Holy Ghost.”
Therefore his life was one of "social purity.” 1st, He
himself was pure; 2nd, conceived in "purity;” 3rd, lived a
life of "purity” in thoughts, words, and deeds, because
He was the embodiment of "purity.”
I wish I had the language at my command to express
in words my idea of "social purity.” However I affirm
that there can be no "social purity” without 1st, personal
purity. No one can radiate the thing he does not possess,
and since lust and not love is the "principle generator” of
life among the masses, we have "social vice” instead of
"social purity” and will continue to have so long as chil
dren are begotten in lust. It is strange, and yet true that
that there are such few people who stop to think, or to
consider the difference of children begotten in lust and
those begotten in love. Love is the only true thing that
has and will live forever. God is love. A true knowledge
of God or love, and of love’s laws, relative to nature, is
the fore-runner of "social purity.” The club women are
beginning to see and understand what constitutes real
"social purity.” Women themselves must be pure toward
the man they chose to be the father of their children, and

must demand not "money” but real love from their hus
bands. "When every man’s home is the sweetest place
on earth to be: when every man’s wife is the sweetest
wife in all the world to see: when every man’s child is the
dearest child that ever drew breath Ah! then we shall have
better children and women and homes, and a long sight
better men.” Again women should- I mean women, who
are trying to make the world better by "lifting as they
climb” should denounce the hobble, the tango, the short
skirts and low neck dresses which expose the bust,
and which are incentives not to "social purity” but to
social vice. "Vice is a monster of so frightful mien, as to
be hated needs but to be seen: Yet seen too often familiar
with her face, we first endure, then pity, then embrace.”
Men as a rule are just what women make them. A
modest woman properly "gowned” always appeal to man’s
intellect, while the other woman fashionably "gowned”
appeal to his animal nature. For thousands of years wo
men have been feeding man’s passions instead of culti
vating their intellect. It is to be regreted that there are
only a few women who have the brain, and capacity for
thought enough to cultivate man’s intellect instead of feed
ing their passions. When women learn to master this
art, then and not until then will we be able to boast of
"social purity.”
By M. GERTRUDE MILLS,
For the State Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs.
June 28—30th 1916.
546 Magnolia St.,
Jacksonville, Fla.

4.
Madam President, Officers,

5.
and Members of the State

Federation:

Your humble servant as chairman of the Social Purity
committee beg to suggest the following recommendations:
1st, that each Mother’s club organize a young Moth
er’s club of girls between the ages of 10—14 and 15—20
respectively. Our girls need to be taught the proper care
of themselves, and of their relation and responsibility of
pure motherhood, and care of infants; for often a girl of
14 has the responsibility of rearing their younger sisters
and brothers while her mother is in service from morning
until night. 2nd, that boys between the ages of 10—14
and 15— 20 be organized into clubs for proper instruction
along the line of pure fatherhood, and the importance of
clean upright lives, not only for their individual selves but
for the sake of future posterity. They should be taught
plainly and truthfully that if the fountain is corruptible
the stream will ever flow corruption. I might add here
that this is an age where women must stand firm and de
mand the naked truth, in order to “lift as we climb;” boys
must be taught to be intellectual men instead of passionate
brutes. 3rd, I recommend that each club woman make
herself a committee to counsel with her father, husband
or brother with the hope of getting them to co-operate in
organized capital, for the purpose of operating depart
ment stores, factories ond other kinds of business to give
employment to our girls, which may be the means of in
troducing them to a wider culture and a higher intellectual
ambition, and lifting them from under the immoral influ
ence of the white man’s pocket-book. Mr. F. P. Gadson,
Geo. Giles, of Ocala; Chas. Anderson, A. W. Price, A. L.
Lewis, Sumpter and others in this city are among those
who are trying to help our women by giving them an op
portunity to earn an honest living. These men realize that

the Negro girl cannot live on “hotair.” Oh, that others
may see the importance of making situations for the hun
dreds of young girls that are being turned out of the va
rious colleges every year with nothing to look forward to,
nothing to hope for in the way of employment. 4th, I
further recommend that the club women insist that white
insurance companies, land-lords and installment houses
employ colored men to collect from colored people. Last
but not least, I recommend that the State Federation make
appropriation to assist in paying a colored woman to act
as Travelers’ Aid Maid to look after young girls visiting
the city of Jacksonville: said Maid to be stationed at the
Union Depot. Respectfully submitted.

Yours for “Lifting as We Climb,”

M. G. MILLS.

“Vice stings us even in our pleasures, but virtue consoles us,
even in our pains. ”

6.
SUBJECTS TO FOLLOW:
1.

Christian Creative Science.

2.

Power and Force in the Christian World.

3.

Mental Thereapeantics or Mind Over Matter.

4.

Divine Cohabiting, which is God’s most precious and

greatest gift to all creation.

M. Gertrude Mills has specially prepared manuscripts
on the above subjects.
Address 546 Magnolia St.
Jacksonville, Fla.

